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PDF viewing at its simplest
Google PDF Viewer is a free application, released by Google, designed as part of its Android for Work initiative, and optimized for the Android mobile platform. It provides an easy way for phones and tablets alike to view PDFs. The app fits almost entirely on one screen, and automatically loads whenever you open a PDF, whether it's from your Downloads folder or via another app.
A touch of quicksilver
The main advantage of Google PDF Viewer is that it is fast. The app only slows down when running on an older phone and displaying a PDF of great length. On reasonably recent phones or almost any Android tablet, the app can handle PDFs of virtually any size. While it's doing this, you can read, search and copy text. If your device is connected to a printer, you can print a PDF's contents as well. As the name implies, this is a viewer and not an editor, and it makes no attempts to be the latter and it is not like any other free online PDF tool. 




Lightweight and heavy-handed
It's fast, obviously, but for such a simple app, there's a lot to nitpick in Google PDF Viewer's interface.
The good: It is optimized for both landscape and portrait viewing. Move your phone onto its side or read on a tablet, and the app will handily adapt, usually displaying two pages at once. It is also extremely well-designed, making the best possible use of screen real estate. Searching is an example: the search bar takes up a small amount of room at the top, the on-screen keyboard takes up the bottom, and the middle third of the screen displays results in the PDF itself. Remove the search bar, and the app smoothly goes back to how it looked before.
The bad: Several features that most users take for granted in any app are not present in Google's PDF viewer. There's no highlighter tool, since that would mean editing and saving the document, which the app is not made for. It also doesn't appear on a device's list of installed apps, instead opening itself whenever a PDF is selected via Downloads or another app. All of this is ultimately because it's designed for use in cases where the more fully-featured Google Drive cannot be deployed. It's useful when data access is spotty, for example, or when handling confidential documents your business may not want on the Internet.  

A chaser to the main course
Google PDF Viewer is very clear about its purpose from the moment you install it. Thus, it's important not to expect anything more than an app that displays PDFs, and does it well. Although its limitations ultimately become flaws in what could be an excellent all-around PDF viewer, they give the user an incentive to use Google Drive where possible, which is more made to serve that purpose (and many others). Overall, Google PDF Viewer is great as a lightweight, unobtrusive PDF viewer for files you have on your device, and at its best when paired with other productivity apps.


PROS	Interface obtained for both tablets and phones
	Designed with touch screen functionality in mind
	Highly optimized and fast




CONS	No PDF editing features (naturally)
	Only fully usable together with Google Drive
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App specs
	License
Free

	Version
2.19.381.03.40
Version


	2.2.474.25.80
	2.2.474.24.40
	2.2.283.28.40
	2.2.283.28.30
	2.2.083.11.30




	Latest update
Feb 16, 2024

	Platform
Android

	OS
Android 9.0

	Language
English


Available languages
	English
	Arabic
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	Spanish
	French
	Italian
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	Dutch
	Polish
	Portuguese
	Russian
	Swedish
	Chinese




	Downloads
67K


Last month's downloads
693



	Developer
Google Inc. | More Programs (139)

	Download Options
APK, Google Play

	Filename
com-google-android-apps-pdfviewer-54742580-18598883-c88e6ca1af9776f84c06f2bcc999cb7c.apk
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User reviews about Google PDF Viewer
Have you tried Google PDF Viewer? Be the first to leave your opinion!
	Rate it!
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Free file manager for mobile device
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A directory of APKs



	


Downloader by AFTVnews
Web browser tool for Android TV
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Open-source and lightweight file manager
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The official app store from the IT giant
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PDF Reader  PDF Editor 2018
Read And Edit PDF Files On Your Mobile Phone With PDF Reader, For Free!

	

4

Free

Adobe Acrobat DC – PDF Reader
Your world, your PDFs, anywhere with Adobe Acrobat Reader DC APK
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Free

PDF Reader - PDF Viewer for Android
A free program for Android, by Simple Design Ltd..

	

4.1

Free

PDF Reader  PDF File Viewer 2019
View, Read, and Edit PDFs With This App

	

3.4

Free

PDF Reader - PDF Viewer 2020
A free app for Android, by Best App for Android.
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View, Read, and Edit PDFs With This App
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Convenient Way to Edit PDF Files
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Read And Edit PDF Files On Your Mobile Phone With PDF Reader, For Free!
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	Free

A free app for Android, by Best App for Android.
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	Free

A free program for Android, by Daimlersin Apps.
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A free app for Android, by Qianhai Moka Soft Technology Company Ltd..
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Laws concerning the use of this software vary from country to country. We do not encourage or condone the use of this program if it is in violation of these laws. 
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In Softonic we scan all the files hosted on our platform to assess and avoid any potential harm for your device. Our team performs checks each time a new file is uploaded and periodically reviews files to confirm or update their status. This comprehensive process allows us to set a status for any downloadable file as follows:
	


Clean	It’s extremely likely that this software program is clean.

What does this mean?

We have scanned the file and URLs associated with this software program in more than 50 of the world's leading antivirus services; no possible threat has been detected.

	


Warning	This software program is potentially malicious or may contain unwanted bundled software.

Why is the software program still available?

Based on our scan system, we have determined that these flags are possibly false positives.

What is a false positive?

It means a benign program is wrongfully flagged as malicious due to an overly broad detection signature or algorithm used in an antivirus program.


	


Blocked	It’s highly probable this software program is malicious or contains unwanted bundled software.

Why is this software program no longer available in our Catalog?

Based on our scan system, we have determined that these flags are likely to be real positives.



We’d like to highlight that from time to time, we may miss a potentially malicious software program. To continue promising you a malware-free catalog of programs and apps, our team has integrated a Report Software feature in every catalog page that loops your feedback back to us. 


Flag any particular issues you may encounter and Softonic will address those concerns as soon as possible. 
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